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OUR OBJECTIVES are

to provide capacity building, education 
and skills transfer to train ophthalmologists,
eye care workers and managers through
sustainable programs tailored to a country’s
needs;

to promote partnerships with developing
countries, ensuring a sense of ownership 
by the people of that country;

to respond to the special problems of
childhood blindness where critical 
periods of childhood development
determine the degree to which the vision
can be restored; and

to seek solutions that address blindness 
and poverty, acknowledging that blindness 
is a cause and consequence of poverty.

OUR MISSION is the prevention and cure of avoidable
blindness and visual disability, through in-country empowerment,
capacity building, skills transfer and education. 

FORESIGHT AUSTRALIA
Foresight (Australian Overseas Aid And Prevention Of Blindness) Limited
A.B.N. 38 008 622 311

41 Riley Street Woolloomooloo NSW 2011 Australia  PO Box: Suite 82, 78 William Street Sydney NSW 2011
Phone: 61 2 8021 3632  Fax: 61 2 8065 6213  Email: foresight@foresight.org.au
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Our Board Members are

Professor Frank Billson AO, FRANZCO FRACS FACS
Chairman 

Mr Kevin Gardner, MCom. B. Bus. FCPA FCIS
Treasurer

Dr Maureen Gleeson AM, B.H.A. M.H.A. PhD

Mr. George Harris, B.A. L.L.M

Professor Ron McCallum AO, B. Juris. LLB (Hons. Monash) LLM Qu

Dr Kathy McClellan, MBBS PhD FRANZCO FRACS

Dr Geoffrey Painter, MBBS FRANZCO FRACS

Dr Mohammed Sultan, PhD

Dr Nitin Verma AM, FRANZCO MD MMed Dip NBE Arzt fur Augenheilkunde

STAFF
Mr Remy Di Ponio,  B. Ling, MIR
International Project Manager 

Dr John Hue, MBBS DO
Project Officer, Solomon Islands

ADVISORS
Mr Don Begome, FAIA B. Arch. (Hons)
Architect

Ms Kylie Green, Bach. App.Sc (Orthoptics)
Visual Screening

Ms Louise Meek, MA Dip AFTRS
Communications

Foresight helped establish an Eye Hospital in rural
Bangladesh and developed the first University
Diploma of Community Ophthalmology – resulting
in over a million cataract operations to date,
performed by locally trained surgeons. The evolution
of this program has led one of the poorest countries
in the world to develop a reputation as a centre of
excellence in eye care service and teaching within
the region. 

This focus on building capacity and sustainable
partnerships marked Foresight’s strategy and success
in Bangladesh and subsequently throughout the Asia
Pacific region. Its record includes programs in China,
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste
and Sri Lanka.

Foresight seeks sustainable solutions working with
colleagues in the third world, developing educational
and skill transfer programs in ophthalmology as well
as in providing advice in ophthalmic management
and paramedical training in the context of an
integrated health care service.  

Foresight also has specialist expertise in the care of
children’s eyes – responding to the high incidence of
childhood blindness and visual disability associated
with poverty.

Foresight has a strong legacy of service, leadership
and advocacy on global eye health issues. Responding
to the realization that 70-80% of world blindness
was avoidable or curable, Foresight helped initiate
the WHO Blindness Committee and Foresight
Director, Frank Billson served as a member on
International Agency for Prevention of Blindness,
(IAPB), later becoming Chairman of the West Pacific
Regional Committee and Vice Chairman of the
International Agency.

Foresight is on the corporate planning committee 
of the Vision 2020 Australia Global Consortium
and has a leading role in Solomon Islands and
Timor-Leste programs through Foresight board
members Geoffrey Painter and Nitin Verma.

Foresight is an Australian International Non-Government
Development Organisation, (INGDO), for prevention and cure of
blindness. Founded in 1978 by Frank Billson AO and Paul Cullen AC,

CBE, DSO and Bar, ED, FCA, Foresight was the first Australian INGDO
to address blindness and its prevention in the Asia Pacific region.

Professors Frank Billson and Rabiul Husain and WHO representative
Dr Pararajasegaram join staff, students and visitors in a celebration of
the establishment of the Chittagong Eye Infirmary and Training
Institute of Community Ophthalmology in Bangladesh

A Bangladeshi girl
has her eyes tested



CHAIRMAN’S REPORT In the past year, Foresight has built
upon its legacy of 32 years service in preventing and treating
blindness in the Asia-Pacific region.

Our programs are formed by a heartfelt commitment to sustainable
development and empowerment, through capacity building,
education and skill transfer in the belief that each country has the
potential to develop their specific solutions and ultimately become
self sufficient in meeting the eye health needs of their community. 

VISION 2020: The Right To Sight

In 2009-10, Foresight was recognised by the
Australian Government as a participating contributor
to the nine member Global Consortium committed
to a program of preventing avoidable blindness and
disability. It is currently providing leadership through
the work of its Directors Dr Geoffrey Painter in the
Solomon Islands and Dr Nitin Verma AM in 
Timor-Leste.

This year represents a further milestone in our work
with the Solomon Islands as Foresight rolled out
Stage 1 of a comprehensive program of upgrading eye

care facilities and providing training and skills
development for local eye health workers. The
program has been funded as part of the Australian
Governments Avoidable Blindness Initiative, through
the Vision 2020 Australia Global Consortium.

I am delighted to announce that this year Foresight
was awarded a further $1.1 million dollars to
implement stage 2 of the program. I would
particularly like to thank Dr Painter who led the
application with the assistance of Remy di Ponio,
consultant Sally McDonald and contributions from
Giovanni Castro, Kevin Gardner, Neil Mulligan and
Kerrie Legg.

Dr John Hue, Solomon Islands

Dr Lester Ross, Permanent Secretary
of Health in the Solomon Islands, 
Prof. Frank Billson, Hon Bob
McMullen and Jennifer Gersbech,
CEO Vision 2020 Australia

Ophthalmic Nurse, Mrs Kerrie Legg 
with two Solomon Islander patients



A FRESH LOOK FOR FORESIGHT

In early 2010, Foresight moved into new premises at
41 Riley Street Woolloomooloo. This is within a short
walk from Save Sight Institute and will accommodate
the increased activity arising from the Solomon
Islands program. It has also brought a fresh energy as
we revitalise and refine the focus of the organisation.
The location is near a small prestigious art gallery
and is already benefiting from the goodwill of the
creative community around it. I thank Professor
Ramzi Fayed for his generous donation of office
furnishings. On the creative front, I particularly
thank digital media producer Louise Meek of
eegenda and designer Peta Lee of Beloved Pictures
for their generous contributions to our website and
visual communications. Louise also now represents
Foresight on the Vision 2020 Global Consortium
communications committee.

GLASSES RECYCLING PROGRAM

This year the board took the decision to wind down
our recycled glasses program. We are now
concentrating on the sustainable production of cost
effective glasses in-country. This has the special
benefit of creating local jobs in refractive services –
and delivering new glasses to those in need. I would
like to pay a particular tribute to our optometry
volunteers (John Wilmot, Bob McDonald and their
colleagues) whose long term service to Foresight has
ensured that recipients of our recycled program in the
past had access to the highest quality service. 

EQUIPMENT REFURBISHING

Our focus is now turning towards up-scaling a
program of refurbishing donated ophthalmic
equipment to countries in most need. The Solomon
Islands and Timor-Leste have been supported with
refurbished equipment for many years and the
program is now being expanded. We thank Dr Nitin
Verma who initiated and will lead this program.

HANDS-ON BOARD

Foresight has a very hands-on Board of Directors 
and each member has been generous in their
contribution. 

This year we welcomed onto the board Professor Ron
McCallum AO. He brings special skills as the
Chairman of the United Nations committee for the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities. He was appointed Dean of Industrial
Law at the University of Sydney and was the first
totally blind person to be appointed to a full
professorship in any field at any university in
Australia or New Zealand. He has an outstanding
record of service to tertiary education, industrial
relations advice to governments, assistance to visually
impaired persons and social justice. We are honoured
that Ron has agreed to be part of Foresight’s vision
for the future.

Foresight deeply appreciates the wise legal counsel of
board member George Harris and and the support
we’ve received from Baker McKenzie in legal and
constitutional issues. Kevin Gardner our treasurer
has given valuable advice and is very much a ‘hands
on’ treasurer. 

I thank Dr Maureen Gleeson AM. Her service and
experience in Public Health administration is greatly
valued, as is the continuing role and contribution of Dr
Kathy McClellan, Dr Geoffrey Painter, Dr Nitin Verma.  

STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS

New to the team but already making his mark, Remy
Di Ponio was appointed International Project
Manager. He has been helped by volunteer Elisabeth
Thilo. We are grateful for her long-standing
contribution.

In late 2009 we welcomed Dr John Hue, a Solomon
Islander, as an in-country project officer. Foresight has
a special synergy with John in providing skill transfer
and funding training. He now returns to deliver
service and develop capacity within his island home.

Foresight believes the best way to predict the future is
to create it.

Professor Frank Billson AO
Chairman
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“…the best way to predict
the future is to create it.”



VISION 2020 AUSTRALIA GLOBAL
CONSORTIUM AND THE AVOIDABLE
BLINDNESS INITIATIVE

Foresight’s long term relationship with the ‘VISION
2020 – The Right To Sight’ initiative continued this
year. Vision 2020 is the global initiative for the
elimination of avoidable blindness, a joint
programme developed by the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the International Agency
for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB). It aims to
eliminate avoidable blindness and vision loss by the
year 2020 and ensure that blindness and vision
impairment are no longer barriers to full
participation in the community. 

2010 marked the 10 year midpoint from Vision 2020’s
inception – and the beginning of the 10 year count
down to achieving its goal. Historically, Foresight has
been involved with IAPB since its inception in 1978
and was one of the original executive members.

In 2009-10, the Australian Government’s
commitment to the Vision 2020 initiative through the
Avoidable Blindness Initiative (ABI) has presented
Foresight with an unprecedented funding
opportunity to develop programs for the prevention
of blindness in the Asia Pacific Region. Much credit
is due to Vision 2020 Australia in achieving this
Government support.  

As one of the 9 members of the Vision 2020 Australia
Global Consortium, Foresight has played an active
role in the implementation of the ABI. Professor
Frank Billson is on the committee overseeing the
projects and Foresight has been the recipient of $1.1
million of ABI funding. This, in addition to the
$341,000 ABF funding gained in 2008-09, provides
Foresight an opportunity to significantly expand its
support for the Solomon Islands Eye Care program
building on the excellent work that our donors have
enabled Foresight to do over the last 15 years.
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Our primary focus and milestone
achievements in 2009-10 were

ongoing participation as one of the founding members of  VISION
2020 Australia Global Consortium;

the implementation a $341,000 AusAid, Avoidable Blindness Fund
(ABF) program in the Solomon Islands;

the awarding of a $1.1 million Avoidable Blindness Initiative (ABI)
program in the Solomon Islands as part of the Vision 2020 Global
Consortium;

expanding our reach in Timor-Leste; and

the exploration of a new suite of programs in the Philippines,
Cambodia and Southern Sudan.

Below: Foresight team Dr Geoffrey Painter, Remy di Poni and Professor Billson 
shares with its partners a strategic working party in Honiara, Solomon Islands



SOLOMON ISLANDS PROGRAM 1
The National Referral Eye Hospital Unit Upgrade 

BUDGET: $341,000 

Principal partner: 
Foresight Australia 

Supporting partners:
Royal Australasian College of Surgeons, 
The Royal Australian and New Zealand College 
of Ophthalmologists and The International Centre
for Eyecare Education

Objectives and Achievements to date

Human resources support and development

• Refraction and dispensing services. 
A refraction and dispensing service for spectacles has
been established. Along with extensive training in
refraction, dispensing and optical centre
management, there has been the installation of an

optical laboratory and dispensing equipment in
refurbished facilities at NRH. These have provided a
much needed spectacle testing and supply service to
the people of the Solomon Islands for low cost glasses.
This service has previously not been available in the
Solomon Islands and starts to address one of the
major causes of avoidable blindness in the country.

Materials resources support

• Refurbishment of the Eye Clinic at National
Referral Hospital (NRH) at Honiara. This is complete
with the installation of upgraded slit lamps and stands
along with painting and upgraded air-conditioning
enabling improved diagnostic and teaching facilities.

Eye care programs

• Establishment of a diabetic screening and
treatment service at the NRH. Through the support
of the Ministry, new rooms have been constructed to
house a digital fundus camera and retinal laser in the
diabetic centre at NRH to enable the screening and
treatment of diabetic retinopathy.

FORESIGHT LEADS ACTION  IN THE SOLOMONS

Foresight is the lead agency in two significant programs in the Solomon Islands through the ABI. Foresight was
chosen as the lead agency because of its 14 year relationship of capacity building and eye health support for this
near island nation. Foresight members Dr Geoffrey Painter, Dr Neil Mulligan and Mrs Kerrie Legg have had a
long term commitment to this area and are now part of the project team.

Signing the MOU for eye
care programs in the
Solomon Islands

Wanta Aluta, Head of Nursing (left) welcomes Pipa
Nicholson of Vision 2020 Consortium Secretariat
(centre) to new Diabetic Eye Screening Clinic

Solomon Islands staff of
the NRH Optical
Workshop (ICEE)

a typical eye
outpatient morning

a moment’s rest
between operations



TIMOR-LESTE

Foresight has been associated with Timor-Leste since
independence. Through  the leadership of board
member Dr Nitin Verma, the East Timor Eye
Program has achieved significant progress in the
elimination of avoidable blindness.

In partnership with the Royal Australasian College of
Surgeons and more recently with St John Ambulance
Australia, Foresight has been able to add value to the
project with equipment donation and training. It has
funded the training of the first Timor-Leste
ophthalmologist Dr Marcellino and installed laser
and air-conditioning equipment.

Dr Nitin Verma and the Royal Australasian College
of Surgeons were also a recipient of an ABI grant for
Timor-Leste. In keeping with its long term support
for the country and its focus on the sight of children,
Foresight plans add value to this project by providing
Paediatric surgical services. 

This year Foresight decided the next Christina
Gordon Training Scholarship will be awarded to
Timor-Leste. Recruitment is currently being
undertaken.

EXPLORATION OF NEW PROJECTS 
FOR FORESIGHT

Cambodia
At the invitation of the Cambodian Children’s Fund,
Foresight is currently developing a plan to assist with
eye health services to the desperately poor community
in the Stoeng Meanchey district of Phnom Penh in
Cambodia. A scoping visit is scheduled for late 2010.

Philippines
In association with Sydney Adventist Hospital
Health Care Outreach and the University of Sydney,
Foresight is exploring an opportunity to help reduce
avoidable blindness in the Northern Philippines. 
The Cagayan Valley has one of the highest rates of
blindness in the Philippines. The local hospital has
requested assistance in providing sustainable eye care
for underprivileged in the district. Foresight members
Dr Geoffrey Painter and Mrs Kerrie Legg recently
returned from a planning visit which confirms the
need in the district and an opportunity for Foresight
involvement. 

Southern Sudan
Preliminary discussions have been held with the
Southern Sudanese Community in Australia on how
Foresight could assist them with the development of
badly needed eye care services in a region with a very
high incidence of avoidable blindness from
conditions such as cataract and “river blindness”. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS PROGRAM 2
Upgrade of National Vision Centres in 
the Solomon Islands

BUDGET: $1.1 million

Principal partner
Foresight Australia 

Supporting partners
Royal Australasian College of Surgeons, Royal
Institute for Deaf and Blind Children, Centre for Eye
Research Australia, The Royal Australian and New
Zealand College of Ophthalmologists and The
International Centre for Eyecare Education

Objectives and Achievements to date

Human resources support and development

• Establishment of an in-country project office
and manager. Dr John Hue was appointed. This has
been crucial in progressing the project in a timely
fashion.

• Project Planning. An on-site visit and
implementation-planning workshop was held with
key stakeholders in Honiara in June 2010, which did
much to clarify plans for future implementation.

• Increase local surgical capacity. The Solomon
Islands surgical upgrade is progressing with the
provision of phacoemulsification services for cataract
surgery, which will especially be of benefit to
children, and young adults. A training course for the
operation of this equipment has been undertaken.
The new operating microscope has been purchased
and is awaiting delivery.

Materials resources support

• Build and equip three provincial Eye Clinics.
The building of the provincial eye clinics is now
progressing smoothly and rapidly after the
confirmation of the building site allocation.
Stephenson Turner Architect, Don Begome

consulted on plans for eye clinics subsequently
drawn up by a Solomon Islands Government
architect. They are now ready for approval with
construction expected to commence soon. Planned
construction will ensure a sturdy building to protect
the equipment with a long operational life. 

Gaining support of the Ministry of Health and
Medical Services has enabled the project to achieve
all its objectives in relation to allocation of land for
provincial eye clinics and expansion on the National
Referral Hospital site. 

• Provide equipment. Additional equipment
purchases have been undertaken and shipment is
planned shortly. 

Eye care program management

• Provide expanded refractive error services. 
A vision centre manager has now been employed and
the number of spectacle technicians increased along
with appropriate training. The expansion of the
optical workshop to include a vision centre
manager’s office and dispensing room is being
undertaken. The optical workshop is now fully
functional and ready for future expansion. A training
workshop for senior Honiara and selected provincial
nurses is scheduled for August in refraction, vision
centre management and low vision.

• Implement a community vision screening
program for primary school aged children. The 
in-country programme manager is now in a position
to help RIDBC co-ordinate the childhood screening
programme. Following consultation with in-country
stakeholders a re-working of the programme is
currently being undertaken to include an Australian
training component. 

• Implementation of a Rapid Assessment 
of Blindness Survey. A trained RAAB survey 
co-ordinator has commenced employment in
Honiara and planning has already commenced.
Implementation of the RAAB survey is planned to
commence in early 2011.

14 Foresight Australia Annual Report 2009/10

Left: Dr Nitin
Verma with
patients at 
Oecussi Hospital, 
Timor-Leste

Joyful moments after surgery in Timor-Leste



EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAMS 
FOR CHILDREN
Vitamin A deficiency, linked to poverty, can damage
the developing cornea and lead to irreversible
blindness in children. Foresight’s prevention
programs include Under 5s Clinics. These provide
vitamin supplements and immunization for children
and empower young mothers with nutrition
education.

Without urgent intervention, childhood cataract and
other eye diseases place children at risk of a lifetime
of blindness. Early diagnosis and a quick response
are vital to save a child’s sight. Foresight is creating
community based education programs for health
workers to identify children at risk and facilitating
access to the expert care of Pediatric
Ophthalmologists.

Foresight continues to fund the Under Fives Clinic in
Chittagong, Bangladesh which provides not only
ophthalmic assessment but general health screening
and treatment for children under five. 

CHRISTINA GORDON SCHOLARSHIP
This is a large bi-annual Foresight scholarship
awarded to a trainee ophthalmologist from a
developing country to undertake further study in
Ophthalmology. It was named after Christina Gordon
who left a generous bequest to Foresight in 2005. 

The first recipient was Dr Mundi
Qalo of the Solomon Islands 
who Foresight funded to enable
him to gain his Diploma of
Ophthalmology.

We are proud to announce that Dr Qalo has now
completed his training and returned to the Solomon
Islands. 

The next Christina Gordon Scholarship from
Foresight has been awarded to Timor-Leste.
Recruitment is currently being undertaken.

Foresight’s other projects currently are:

Inaugural Christina Gordon Scholarship recipient, 
Dr Mundi Qalo (centre), with Mr Mark Gordon (left),
Dr Geoffrey Painter and Mrs Kerrie Legg

Fundraising
Transform a child’s life with 
the gift of sight

Dear Friends,  

We wish to thank you for your response to our
newsletter we sent earlier this year about children in
Cambodia. It drew attention to the sadness, poverty
and disadvantage of lives threatened not only with
disease, but with exploitation and living without hope. 

Your donation will assist our project with colleague
Scott Neeson, who embodies a commitment to the
future of children in Cambodia. Foresight is now in
partnership with the Cambodian Children’s Fund
(CCF), founded by Scott. This INDGO is already
providing a sustainable basis of good health care for
the community at Steung Meanchey, on the site of
Phnom Penh’s most notorious garbage dump.
Foresight aims to add eye care interventions to
prevent avoidable blindness and eye disease for these
impoverished children and their families. 

To date we have raised $10,000 but need more help to
make this dream a reality.

If you would like to donate to this or any of
Foresight’s life transforming projects we invite you to
visit our website www.foresight.org.au 

or 

fill in the donation form on the reverse side 
of this page.
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Tear off and Post this form to: Foresight Australia, Suite 82, 78 William Street Sydney 2011 Australia 

or Fax to: 61 (0)2 8065 6213  

You can also donate online with credit card or Paypal at www.foresight.org.au/donate.html 

Donations of AUD$2 and over are tax deductible in Australia.  ABN 38 008 622 311

YES! I WOULD LIKE TO HELP FORESIGHT PREVENT AVOIDABLE BLINDNESS. Please accept my gift of:

$30     $50    $100    other $ 

PAYMENT METHOD Cheque/money order (attached): made out to Foresight Australia

or please debit my Amex    Mastercard   Visa

Credit card number Expiry date /

Name on card Signature 

Name Surname 

Address Postcode

Daytime phone no Email 

YOUR PERSONAL DETAILS:

HOW CAN I HELP?

Foresight is dependent on the generosity 
of our donors.

Help us break the cycle of poverty caused by
preventable blindness.

DONATIONS 
Please donate via our website www.foresight.org.au 

or fill out the form below and fax to Foresight or post with your cheque.

BEQUESTS
If you wish to make a bequest please contact us on

Phone: 61 2 8021 3632 



“I was deeply touched by this cover portrait by Chris Morton. 

It goes to the heart of Foresight’s commitment to prevention of

blindness and poverty, especially in children. 

The child’s eyes ask us questions on behalf of all children.”

Professor Frank Billson, AO
Chairman and co-founder, Foresight Australia

www.foresight.org.au






































































